
LC 1: Brighton Center



Brighton Center and Their Customers
• Areas that Brighton Center addresses include:

o Food insecurity
o Unemployment
o Lack of affordable housing
o Education

• Additionally, Brighton Center has the following:
o A family center that provides food pantry services, clothing vouchers, 

personal hygiene items, and some financial assistance
o Brighton Properties, a group dedicated to developing housing 

opportunities to bring stability to low-income families, individuals, and 
communities

o The center for employment training which connects individuals with 
programs in medical assisting, health technology administration, and 
human resources

• They recently received a grant to fund to Health Families project which works 
to provide low-income families supportive resources in situations of child 
neglect due to poverty





Poverty intersects with child welfare by unnecessarily 
increasing contact between resource poor families and Child 
Protective Services.

In Kentucky, prior to the passage of Senate Bill 8, families that did not have 
sufficient resources to buy the supplies they needed to adequately care for 
their children were at risk for report to Child Protective Services (CPS). Once 
initiated, contact with CPS predicts certain negative outcomes (Berger et al., 
2015; Scherr, 2007). Senate Bill 8 provided for the referral of families in this 

situation to resources like the Brighton Center rather than CPS by 
distinguishing neglect from the inability to access resources needed. 

Cincinnati politicians can improve outcomes for the most resource-poor 
families in Cincinnati by pushing for the adoption of a similar change to Ohio 

Senate Bill Chapter 2151.03 of the Ohio Revised Code.



UC Project Review
• Goal: Determine the current knowledge of Northern Kentucky 

physicians regarding the change to the definition of neglect as 
dictated in Senate Bill 8

• Method: A survey was designed in REDCap, an electronic data capture 
tool hosted at the University of Cincinnati. The survey consisted of 16 
questions and was emailed to clinic managers for distribution to 
providers.

• Results: We found that 76% of physicians were not aware of 
the changes to the definition of neglect in Senate Bill 8.



Cincinnati Relevance

• There is a lack of a clear distinction between those families who are 
unwilling and those who are unable to care for their children due to 
impoverished circumstances, thus punishing abuse and lack of resources 
equally. Establishing this distinction is the key.

• The passing of the recent Senate Bill 8 in Kentucky seeks to draw this 
distinction, and now defines neglect as when a family “does not provide 
the child with adequate care, supervision, food, clothing, shelter, and 
education or medical care necessary for the child's well-being when 
financially able to do so or offered financial or other means to do so (5).”

• We believe that implementing a similar change in Ohio could reduce the 
amount of unnecessary CPS referrals and encourage mandatory reporters 
to link families with local resources.



• Section 2151.03 of the Ohio Revised Code defines child neglect as...

• KY Senate Bill 8 changed the language to define child neglect as...

"...refus[al] to provide proper or necessary subsistence, 
education, medical or surgical care or treatment, or other care 
necessary for the child's health, morals, or well-being."

"[failure to] provide the child with adequate care, supervision, 
food, clothing, shelter, and education or medical care 
necessary for the child's well-being when financially able to 
do so or offered financial or other means to do so..."



Our Ask.

• We would like the City of Cincinnati to work to 
revise the definition of child neglect per Ohio 
Revised Code § 2151.03 to more closely reflect the 
beneficial changes made to the Kentucky Revised 
Code via Senate Bill 8.

• Specifically, we urge legislators to amend Code §
2151.03 to distinguish between neglect and 
resource deprivation.
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